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they are mistaken if they consider that the Indian community will have
nothing to say in the matter, or that it will allow itself to be extinguished
without making a supreme effort.

Indian Opinion, 9-5-1908

120.   VOLUNTART REGISTRATION IN THE TRANSVAAL

The period for voluntary registration of Asiatics in the Transvaal
closes today1. Roughly speaking, almost every Asiatic has applied
for voluntary registration; in other words, he has allowed himself to be
identified afresh. Of the eight thousand odd applications made, six
thousand have already been approved and passed. This is a creditable
record on .either side. The Asiatics have, therefore, fulfilled - their
obligation, both in the spirit and the letter. It now remains for the
Government to complete the performance of its duty, namely, to repeal
the Asiatic Act, and to legalize voluntary registration in a manner
acceptable to the Asiatics and satisfactory from the Colonial standpoint,
which is to restrict the authorized influx of new-comers. The Colonial
principle has been accepted by the Indian community. There need,
therefore, be no further cause for friction.

Indian Opinion, 9-5-1908

121.   THREE NATAL BILLS
Dr. Gubbins has been as good as his word. Three Bills have been
published in the Government Gazette. One of them seeks to prohibit the
importation of indentured Indian labour after June 30, 1911. This
should be welcomed by every Indian. There is not much difference
between indenture and slavery. We think it is far better that Indians do
not come here at all than that they should come under these conditions.
The other two Bills are directed against the Indian trader. According
to one of them, no Indian businessman will, get a new licence next year
onward and, according to the other, an Indian will not get a licence
at all after ten years. After ten years, Indians who are still here will
receive compensation to the extent of three years5 profits.
The first of the two Bills is really the more objectionable, for it
means that, beginning from next year, no Indian can sell his business
to another or shift his shop. That being the case, how many Indians
will be left here after ten years to claim compensation? Moreover,
1 May 9; vide, however, "Johannesburg Letter'*, p. 226.